C15H11NO4S2, Mr = 333.39, triclinic, P1, a =20.611(7), b=9.452(5), c=7.856(4) A, a---98.52 (3), /3 = 96.05 (2), 9' = 93.0 (3) °, V = 1502 (2) ]k 3, Z = 4, Dx = 1.475 g cm-3, a(Mo Ka) = 0.7107 A, /z = 3.55 cm-1, F(000) = 688, T = 293 K, R=0.051 (wR=0.059) for 3388 reflections. The asymmetric unit contains two independent molecules which have a similar conformation. The dithiole ring is planar in both molecules and makes an angle with the phenyl ring of 2. I and 0.6 °, respectively. Thus the methylene-l,3-dithiole unit (electron donor) has a maximum zr overlap with the phenyl ring, that bears a p-cyano group (electron acceptor). In both molecules the methyl esters are planar: one is almost parallel to the dithiole ring (angles of 9.8 and 8.5 °, respectively) and the other makes angles of 54.2 and 63.8 ° , respectively.
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Experimental.
The title molecule (see scheme) was prepared following the procedure reported by Mulvaney & Chang (1980) for 2-(phenylmethylene)-l,3-dithiole-4,5-dicarboxylic acid, dimethyl ester, starting from p-cyanobenzaldehyde, dimethyl acetylenedicarboxylate and carbon disulfide in the presence of (n-Bu)3P in diethyl ether at 250 K. Orange-red cubes were obtained by recrystallization from acetonitrile, dimensions 0.4 × 0.5 x 0.5 mm. The cell parameters were obtained by least-squares fit using 25 centered reflections with 6 < 0 < 25 °. An Enraf-Nonius CAD-4 diffractometer was used for data collection, 5292 unique reflections, -24 < h ___ 24, -11 ___ k -11, 0 -< l -< 9, [ 1.482 C6----C7
1.452 C7---C8
1.399 C7---C12
1.390 C8---C9
1.369 C9----C10
1.371 C10--C11
1.385 C10---C13
1.445 CI 1---C 12
1.375 C13---N14
1.132 CI 5-----O16
1.214 CI 5-----O17
1.218 O17----C18
1.473 C19-"O20
1.186 C!9--O21
1.305 O21---C22 1.;458
C32--$33 1.750 (5) (6) C32----C36 1.342 (6) (4) $33---C34 1.752 (4) (6) C34----C35 1.330 (5) (7) C34--C49 1.469 (6) (7)
C35---C45 1.512 (6) (5) C36---C37 1.460 (6) (6) C37--C38 1.381 (6) (6) C37--CA2 1.392 (6) (6) C38---C39 1.377 (6) (6) C39----~40 1.365 (6) (6) C40----C41 1.373 (6) (7)
C40---C43 1.431 (6) (6) C41---C42 1.366 (7) (6) C43--N44 1.142 (7) (6) C45--O46 1.180 (5) (5) C45--O47 1.326 (4) (6) 047--C48 1.456 (5) (6) C49--O50 1.181 (6) (6) C49--O51 1.326 (5) (7) O51--C52 1.449 ( Table 1 .* Bond distances and bond angles are given in Table 2 . Atom numbering of the title compound is shown in Fig. 1 acid, dimethyl ester unit has been reported by Lakshmikantham, Cava & Carroll (1984) . A niobium complex with a methylene-l,3-dithiole-4,5-bis-(trifluoromethyl) unit has been published by Amaudrut, Sala-Pala, Guerchais & Mercier (1990) . Beer, Frew, Johnson & Paul (1970) have reported an isothiathiophten containing a methylene-l,3-dithiole-4-(4-bromophenyl) unit. The structure of (pivaloylmethylene)-l,3-dithiole-4-pivaloyl has been reported by Galloy, Declercq & Van Meerssche (1978) . A 4,5-unsubstituted methylene-l,3-dithiole derivative has been reported by Barnes, Paton & Nicholls (1982) . The structures of the related compounds mentioned here are less accurate than that reported in this paper. Experimental. A colourless crystal of the title compound (1) was grown from THF solution. Cell parameters from 20 reflections in the 20 range 85-90 °. Data were collected on a Picker diffractometer using profile analysis (Grant & Gabe, 1978) . Three standards measured every 100 reflections were used for scaling and had an overall drop in intensity of 6%. Averaging of symmetry-equivalent reflections gave a merging R value of 3.3%. Parameters related to crystal data and intensity collection are given in Table 1 . The structure was solved by direct methods and refined by cycles of least-squares calculations. H atoms were located in a difference map and refined isotropically. Final atomic parameters are listed in Table 2 . All non-H atoms were refined anisotropically. All computing was performed with the NRCVAX system of structure-solving programs (Gabe, Le Page, Charland, Lee & White, 1989) . An ORTEPII plot of (1) is shown in Fig. 1 . Bond lengths and angles, except those involving H atoms, are given in Table 3 . A stereoplot showing packing of the unit cell has been included as Fig. 2 . The structure consists of a planar lactone ring with maximum deviation from planarity 0.0098 (18)A, rotated slightly from the plane of the phenyl ring, with a dihedral angle of 16.73 (6) °. The diastereomer adopts an anti configuration. The molecules are packed with the lactone rings approximately parallel to the b axis. The closest intermolecular approach is 2.14 (2)A
Atomic parameters of non-H atoms are given in

